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MARCH 18, 2025 AT THE CARTHAGE COLISEUM

In accordance with the laws of the State of Mississippi and the bylaws of the Association, four directors will be elected for three year
terms. Members will elect one director from Leake County, one director from Neshoba County, one director from Newton County, and

one minority member-at-large.

SECTION 4.04. Nominations

(a) It shall be the duty of the Board to appoint, not less than sixty (60)
days nor more than ninety (90) days before the date of a meeting of
the members at which Board members are to be elected, a Committee
on Nominations consisting of three (3) members who shall be selected
from the given areas from which Board members are to be elected so as
to insure equitable representation. No existing Cooperative employees,
agents, officers, directors or known candidates for director, and close
relatives (as hereinafter defined) or members of the same household

of existing Cooperative employees, agents, officers, directors or known
candidates for director may serve on such committees. The committee
shall receive and consider any suggestion as to nominees submitted in
writing by members of the Cooperative consistent with these

bylaws. The committee, keeping in mind the principle of equitable
representation, shall prepare a list of nominations for Board members,
and submit its list to the Secretary not less than thirty (30) days nor
more than sixty (60) days before the date of the annual meeting.

(b) Any fifty (50) or more members who are in good standing, are

from the given area from which a Board member is to be elected, and
acting together, may nominate a Director candidate for the area by
petition. Any such petition for nomination must be submitted on a
form designated and provided by the Cooperative. Each member signing
such petition shall place thereon the date of signing, address, account
number and service location of the member. Such nominations made

by petition, if any, shall be delivered to the Secretary not less than
forty-five (45) days nor more than sixty (60) days before the date of the
annual meeting. Such nominations shall be posted by the Secretary at

the same place where the list of nominations made by the Committee
on Nominations is posted. A member may not make more than one (1)
nomination by petition for each vacancy. If a member signs more than
one petition for a director vacancy, then the signature of the member
bearing the latest date of signing by the member will be considered and
any previously dated signature by the member on any other petition(s)
will be deemed invalid, null and void. If a member signs more than one
petition on the same date, all signatures of the member bearing the
same date of signing will be deemed invalid, null and void.

(c) The Secretary shall prepare and post at the principal office of the
Cooperative at least twenty (20) days before the meeting a list of
nominations for Board members. The Secretary shall be responsible for
mailing with the notice of the meeting or separately, but at least ten
(10) days before the date of the meeting, a statement of the number

of Board members to be elected and the counties they will be elected
from and represent, and the name and address of each of the candidates
nominated by the Committee on Nominations or by petition.

A report from the Committee of Nominations, along with proxies,
ballots and other annual meeting information will be mailed to members
in February 2025. As a member-owner of Central Electric Power
Association, you have a right to participate in the annual meeting to
hear the latest cooperative news and to elect the board of directors.

Mark your calendar for March 18, 2025 and plan to attend Central
Electric’s annual meeting at the Carthage Coliseum on Highway 16
in Carthage.
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Brian Long, Central Electric General Manager, presents
plagues to Jim Caldwell and Thomas Griffin.

¢ g N . .
o S »
N — _ FROM OUB CO-OP FAMILY TO YOURS,
. WISHING'YOU A HAPPY HOLIDAY
. ' SEASON AND A JOYOUS NEW YEAR.
« * ok ' N0 _"2\ A R §
. ,‘ Central Electrlc Power Association will be closed
; 1., Dec. 24 and 25 for Christihas and Jan. 1 for New Years.
T s
Z - e o e
% Torep itale, please visi | d click
& ; : : /o report'an outae, please visit wvyw.centra epa.com and clic
& ' ,’ 3¢ / on Report-An Outade, call 601-2673043, or text the word OUT
S e ’ to 866-846-5671 if:you are enrolled in the outage texting service. JlM CALDWEI_I_ TH 0 MAS GRIFFIN
' e A dispatcher is on duty 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. ) ]
g/ B "y e 41 years of service 45 years of service
gy - “ 1983 - 2024 1979 - 2024
Rl

16 DECEMBER | 2024 2024 | DECEMBER 17




How can | save in the
kitchen during the most
expensive time of the year?

by Miranda Boutelle

Let’s start with cooking your meal. Your electric oven is typically the
highest-wattage appliance in the kitchen. Yet, people usually don’t
turn their ovens on for long periods of time. Assuming an average
oven wattage of 3,000 and an average cost of $0.16 per kilowatt-hour,
according to the United States Energy Information Administration, it
costs $0.48 an hour. Let’s say you use your oven for four hours to make
a special meal. That’s less than $2 of electricity. While that may not
seem like a big deal now, operating your oven for four hours every day
is $700 a year.

Using smaller appliances instead of your oven can help you save. A
slow cooker uses between 100 and 450 watts, which is significantly less
than an electric oven at 2,000 to 5,000 watts. That means you can use a
slow cooker for a longer period and still use less energy.

Opt for your microwave or toaster oven to reheat or cook smaller
items. The microwave uses significantly less energy than the oven.

A toaster oven uses about half the energy of a conventional oven,
according to Energy Star®.

You also want to avoid turning on your oven and leaving the
door open to heat your home. This can break your oven and be a
safety hazard, especially with gas ovens that can cause carbon
monoxide buildup.

When cooking on the stovetop, match the pot or pan size to the
burner. Lids help your pots retain heat, which cooks food faster and
wastes less heat. Keep your stovetop clean to ensure the appliance
heats evenly.

If you’re looking to upgrade your stovetop, consider switching to an
induction cooktop. It uses an electromagnetic field below the surface to
heat pots and pans directly. This provides more precise heat, faster cook
times and higher efficiency. It can also improve the air quality in your
home when compared to a gas cooktop.

In my experience, people like to gather in the kitchen during parties.
To avoid overheating your guests in a room that has a hot oven, turn
your thermostat down a few degrees before guests arrive.

Next, let’s look for refrigerator savings. The gaskets on your refrigerator
doors should make a tight seal to keep in cold air. Make sure you clean
and maintain them or replace them if necessary. Don’t let frost build up
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The holiday season brings opportunities to
enjoy meals with friends and family, leading to
spending more time in the kitchen. Whether
hosting a few or a crowd, consider making
new energy efficiency traditions this year with
these tips to manage your energy use.

in the freezer, which can decrease efficiency and make your freezer work
harder to maintain a balanced temperature.

Wait until food cools before putting leftovers in the fridge. Putting hot
food in the refrigerator results in more energy used to cool it down. Aim
for about 30 minutes of cool time. Perishable food should be refrigerated
within two hours after it is cooked, according to the United States
Department of Agriculture.
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When shopping for new kitchen appliances, look for the Energy Star® logo. Energy Star®
certification indicates the appliance is optimized for efficiency and energy savings,
while also providing improved performance, quality, and durability.

Setting your refrigerator colder than needed wastes energy. The U.S.
Department of Energy recommends 37 degrees for the refrigerator
and 0 degrees for the freezer. Use an appliance thermometer to monitor
the temperature.

When it comes to cleanup, run full loads of dishes in the dishwasher
— being careful not to block any moving parts. Use eco mode if your
dishwasher has that setting. If you are in the market for new appliances,
select Energy Star® models.

Whatever you choose to cook or how you cook it, keep in mind these
simple tips to make your kitchen more efficient and save energy this
holiday season.

Miranda Boutelle is the chief operating officer at Efficiency Services Group in
Oregon, a cooperatively owned energy efficiency company.



